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The Climate Change Act (2008)
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The Climate Change Act 2008

2050 Emissions TargetA goal1

Carbon BudgetsA pathway2

Requirement that Government 
brings forward policies

A toolkit3

Committee on Climate Change to monitor 
progress and suggest changes

A monitoring
framework
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IAS = International aviation and shipping (not included in carbon budget accounting). Source: CCC (2015) The Fifth Carbon Budget. 3

Carbon budgets and the cost-effective path to the 2050 target

UK has 5 legislated carbon budgets that are stepping 
stones to the 2050 80% target



Increases in low-carbon policy costs on household bills 
have been more than offset by energy efficiency savings 

since 2004. 
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Changes in annual household energy 
bills (2004 to 2008 to 2016)

Source: CCC (2017) Energy Prices and Bills



We expect low-carbon costs to rise to 2030, in order to 
meet the 5th Carbon Budget, but there will be further 

energy efficiency opportunities. 
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Changes in annual household energy 
bills (2016 to 2030)

Source: CCC (2017) Energy Prices and Bills







Reaching net-zero emissions in the UK
How UK net-zero scenarios can be delivered 
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Reaching net-zero emissions in the UK
How UK net-zero scenarios can be delivered 
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CCC (2019) Net-zero

Annual costs in a transition to low-carbon heating
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Falling costs for zero-carbon power and transport have the 
opportunity to offset additional costs in low-carbon heating



Thank you. 


